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LECTURE BY ECOLOGIST BARRY COMMONER WEDNESDAY 
TO HONOR CHESSIN'S 25TH ANNIVERSARY AT UNIVERSITY 
IHSSOULA--
Nationally-known ecologist Barry Commoner, a microbiologist at Washington University, 
St. Louis, Mo., will present a free public lecture entitled "Social Significance of 
Scientific Information" on Wednesday, March 19, at the University of Montana in Missoula 
in honor of Dr. Meyer Chessin's 25th anniversary as a ill1 faculty member. 
The free public program honoring Chessin, a UM botany professor who joined the faculty 
on the Missoula campus in 1949, will be at 8 p.m. Wednesday in the University Center 
Ballroom. Lecture sponsors include the UM Department of Botany, the Program Council of 
the 
the Associated Students of UM and;Western Montana Scientists Committee for Public 
Information (WMSCPI). 
Besides writing 14 articles and visiting many U.S. campuses, Commoner, who received his 
bachelor's degree in zoology with honors in zoology in 1937 at Columbia University and his 
Ph.D. in biology several years later at Harvard University, presented more than 30 major . 
lectures in the year ending early in 1970. 
Commoner began in the 1950s to tell of the negative effects of radioactive fallout. He 
assisted in establishing the Committee for Nuclear Information, now known as the Committee 
on Environmental Information. A nationwide survey conducted by Commoner proved that 
Stronium 90 had lodged in the teeth of U.S. babies. The nuclear test-ban treaty of 1963 
is said to have been a victory for Commoner and the committee he helped establish. 
His studies have included many areas of the environment, including damages done to 
Lake Erie, and problems resulting from sewage and the use of chemical pesticides, detergents 
and fertilizers. Commoner founded the Center for the Biology of Natural Systems at 
~ashineton University. - more -
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Chessin came to the UM campus in 1949 from the University of California, Berkeley, 
~ where he received his Ph.D. in plant physiology. He also attended, UCLA, Ohio State 
University, Arizona State University and the University of Costa Rica. He is listed in 
"Who's Who in the West" and in "American ~1en of Science," and is a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Federation of Teachers, the American Society 
of Plant Physiologists, the American Biophysical Society and the Society for Trop1cal 
Biology. 
At UM, Chessin teaches courses in plant physiology, plant diseases and environmental 
problems. He has held research grants for the U.S. Public Health Service, Atomic Energy 
Commission and National Science Foundation. In 1971, he was an interacademy exchange 
scholar at the Research Institute for Crop Protection in Bucharest, Romania. He will visit 
there this spring. 
Chessin has coordinated numerous environmentally-related lectures at UM 1n recent 
years. 
Among University representatives attending Commoner's lecture Wednesday will be Dr. 
Richard C. Bowers, UM president; Dr. Richard A. Solberg, dean of the UM College of Arts 
and Sciences; Dr. Sherman J. Preece, chairman of the UM Department of Botany; and Dr. 
Arnold J. Silverman, UM geology professor and WMSCPI representative. 
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